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" Death at jail sparks mqumes mvestlgatlon
‘Tell Mom I Love Her — Bllly Ray

The death last week of Billy Ray
Tillman, 24, of Eagle Lake, found
hanging in the Eagle Lake Police
Depariment s holding cell, sparked
inquines on several fronts. These
were the major developments:

*Wednesday afternoon the Harris
County Medical Examiner's office
said the death was a suicide, according
io Texas Ranger Ray Nutt of Colum
bus. In a verbal report on the autopsy,
Mo was old denth was coused by
asphyxution by hanging.

*Thursday altemoon an apparent
“suicide noe’” wis discovered at the
Jail; it was first seen inoa video tape
made the moming of the death, “Tell
Mom | Love her,” and “Billy Ray 11-
30" was seratched in o wide, flat hori-
zontal bar that is part of the wall of
vertical bars thit make up the front of
the cell

vThuriday and Friday, and again
Muonday night. an investigator from
the Texas Amormney General's orimi-
nal investigation unit met with local
officers. He termed it an inquiry. nodt
an investgation, that is required any-
time @ person dies in the custody of a
povernimental agency

*Friday palice chief Ben Johnson
formed a local investigatory commis-

sion, 10 look into the death on a local
level and ask guestions rthat memben
of the community think may be
unanswered

Tillman was ammested about 5:45
p.m. on Monday of lasi week for a
"delivery of a controlled substance
(cocaine)” charge. He was temporar-
ily lodged in the holding cell at the
police station, and was 10 be escorted
1o Columbus Tuesday morning for an
arraignment concerning & county
grand jury indictment on another
charge.

Local police officer lay Reeves,
who came on duly &t | am. Toesday
moening of last week, checked on
Tillman each hour, and told Johnson
that Tillman was asleep a1 5 a.m, when
he checked on him but that he woke up
and talked with him. When Reeves
checked on him again about 6 am.,
Reeves found Tillman hanging from a
self-made noose intertwined i the
vertical wall of bars, Reeves cul the
rope bul Tillman apparently had al-

ready died. Reeves :mrm:dr.l::h
called Johnson who contacted Ranger
NulL

After Nutt concluded his immedi
ate investigation, which included
having the scene videotaped, and afier
Justice of the Peace Mary Lou Sty
manski held an inquest and ruled the
death a suicide, the body was taken 1
Houston for the autopsy. Although the
preliminary, verbal autopsy repon
wis received Lt Wednesday, it will
be several weeks before the writien
report is forwarded.

Tillman's body was rewrned o
Eagle Lake where funeral services
were conducted Samrday

The Note

Thee video tape of the invesigabon
was done by an investigauy m the
Brookshire Police Department and 3
copy of the video tape was returmed
Eagle Lake last Thursday, While
viewing it early that afiermoon, o
could be seen that some wording hud

beeascrached inthe black paintin the  cept o say that it was moee of 2 man.
cell. Immediate mspection of the cell  dated inquest rather than an investiga-
fevealed thal a large hean shape had  ton. He met with chaef Johnson later

been soratched in the paint. Inside the
heam were the words “Tell Mom |
Love Her — Billy Ray 11-30/

State investigalion

The wmvestigaior Trom the state
wiis Mike Feary, whose card says he 1s
“supervising Criminal Investigator”™
for aormey peneral Jim Matiox, He
wonld not comment on the case ex

last Thursday afternoon and apain
Friday morning. and sho tilked with
officer Reeves and ofhwcer Brad Mur
ray, He mel again with Johmon
Monday evening. Feary did suy he
wordd not have a writlén report until
after the autopsy repor was recerved

The NAACP also contacted
Johnson Lokt week aboul the death, but
has not yet indicmed whether they

world have their own iavestigation 1y
is hefseved than Feary s work Beere wis
promped by contact in Austin by the
NAACP a8 well as the state law re
BRI

Local investigation

Friday, lohmson appoiited 2 local
mvestignory commson of Ades
Woolndee. Willie  Cheysaal, Irvin
Williams and Helen Glover. Jolnson
said they will review all evidence
coflected mn the case as well @ vies
the video tape. They also wall be ahle
o “ask any and 4l questions concerm
g the death.” Johnuwon sad. The
chief said he has mer with each one
indivedyally and aiked them 1o mees
L g ot their convenience

Johnson to file this week as sheriff candidate

e Tack of u county Democratic
paarty chairman apparently was solved
this week & former chairman Reggre
Briscoe of Sheridon apparemly has
agreed to serve agan

Eagle Lake police chiel Ben
lohoson said Teesday that he picked
uip the papers hie nesds to officially file
P | '..'itlldl-d.lh: fir Colorpdio l'||;|||E:.

Santa to visit with children. 2-4 p.m.

Christmas parade Saturday

The sixth annual Eagle Lake
Chamiber of Commence Christmis
parade will be held n downlown
Eagle Luke this Saturday, Dec. 12
beginning at 1:30 p.m. The official
time for Santa Claus to visin with all
local youngsters is from 24 pm

Parade lincup time and judging is
from | pm to 1:30 pm. Any group
not having everyone in place by judg-
ing time, will not be judped

A traphy will be awarded for the
best Christmas theme entry. Rosetie
ribbons will be piven w the best
marching band, best twitling group,
best chamber entry. best service/civic
club entry. best decorated bicycle,
best busingss of commercial entry,
best school entry, best open class

Following the parade, Santa Claus
will make his yearly visit in the fover
of the Municipal Building from 2 p.m.
4 pm. The Chamber of Commernce
will provide bags of goodies (or the
children who visit with Santa

The parade linewp includes Rice

Arca Memonal VFW Post Cobr
Guard, Seily Chamber of Comimer.e
Rice school disrmict bands, Sheridan
Sparklers, Children's Community
Choir "Twinkle 11" Xi Pi Psi Angels,
Rice OEA (ofMce education mssocia
tion), Marilyn Thomas' Super Strut

ters, Eagle Lake Police Deparment,
Eagle Lake Unit of the Colorado
County Volunteer Ambulance Corps
and the Eagle Lake Volunteer Fire
Department

Parade entry deadline is this
Thursday

Mall-Mania door prize winners announced

Last year's Mall Mania was so
successful that Eagle Lake Chamber
of Commerce officials repeated the
Christmas promotion sgsin this vear,
A large crowd, nou as big as last vear,
showsd up for Mall Maniz, which was
held Thursday, December 3 in con

Junction with the Chamber of
Commerce’s Operation 5 E.LF

Merchants filled booths that were
installed by Chamber members ail the
Eagle Lake Community Center. Inter
csted shuppers once agaii fillew the
aisles 10 see what each participating
mchant had o offer

Winners of door prizes given
away by merchants ar Mall Mania are
as follews

Martha Duncan, pold bell do
nated by The Gold Center; Shelid
Mathis, bastst of goodies, Anna

_Cq:ntirw ;an-u F._lu-uun

Meadowbrook area decorated

Residents in Meadowbrook Addition on Willow Lane and Melody Lane in

Shenff. He said he will file the papers.
and pay the $600 filing fee on Thurs
d..l\- o l‘hd.,w or this week, Joe
McC reary s Johnson's campaign
chairman and H E. Tate is the cam
pargn treasurer

Briswoe wae not avallable Tues
day afiémoon W see if other candi
dates have filed. ShendT Jim Brous

Santa is
coming
to town

Boys & Girls of Eagle Lake
c/o Eagle Lake Headlight
Eagle Lake, Texas 77434

Dear Chilc

insisting | take a day off

The Headligh received the fol
lowing leger thus week, wrillen by

Satrtar Clias 8o tell @il the ¢ hildren in
the ire that ke indeed will be hre for the Santa Parad ‘h- pirekiy

| finally have all the Chnstmas activities under contro
50 | can make plans to do some visiting. The elves are busy
making toys, the reindeer are in training, and Mrs. Claus is

sard has und he will seek re-election
bat he abso is facing sin indictmients
alleging misdecds in office

The Headlight has learned that
county anomey Edward Woolery
Price has picked wp candidacy pa
s and roCInct (e o s et
Oite Loessin has announced he wall
file for re-electon

o

&

2] Peppermint Lane
Morth Pole City
November 30 1987

Since the boys and girls of Eagle Lake always treat me

_newsbriefs |

Eagle Lake invite one and all to come by o view the Christmas decorations

College bound student workshop

Noron Shifler, Rice High School academic counselor, will present a
financial aid workshop on Thersday, December 17 for mterested parenss of

college bound high schisol senbiars

Parents of junior class sudents also are welcome 1o attend. This mesting

will be held st 7 pomi. in the Rice High Sehool library

First Baptist Christmas program

The Sanctuary Choir of Furst Bapust Charch, Eagle Lake, will present a
Chnstmas program on unday, December | Y 7:30 p.m. The choar s directed
by Scoil Powers and instrumentalisis are Mrs, Clara May Nash and M

Melburmn Sibley

The program includes Christmas music and dramatics. Scnipt for the
dramatics was prepared by Mrs. Kerry Ponter, People of all ages will parici
pate in the program of Chrsimas celebraton

Visatoes from the communiy are nunl welgome (o attend

he church atso will present a Service of Candles and Carols on Sunday

‘kl..l!l'l'lbﬂ' :“ Al 10 pm

Submit Santa letters by Friday

Letters Eagle Lake wyoungsten wite o Santa will be printed in the
Christmins- week issoe of The | feadlight. Cenerally, students in area 8¢ hools
write betters in classes, and submut them w the ne wipaper for publication

I your child o' yet m school, or ded nog g2t 1o write o letter fo Santa in
achass, yow saill can help them wnite one i home snd moaidl the leger o PO, Bos
67, Eaple Lake, Tenvas 7743, or drop it by our office at 220 E. Main. The letler
must be postmarkad or in our office by this Frday, December 11

Make sure your child did not write one in school belore
sending one so il will noi be duplicated

Collection boxes for needy

Collecuon boves have been sel up 8t Wilcoxn Minimas, Miller's Grocery
Eagle Market and Auwstin’s Grocery for anvone wishing o donate & can pood

bow needy Tamalies on this arca

Charles Abed, conrdinator, reporied the students st Eagle Lake Middle
Chiom glaos gre participating o thes worthy Cause and are bringing can goods
W sChoil Abel wall distnbuie the Can goids 10 needy Tamulies 8 Chrsimas

e
Ihi faen .1| « i Faele Lake have slwavs been FEMETOUS 0 thes llaar.]!“! we
Bopee (hey share somii (Christenas joy this year by donating the can poods, ™ Abel

A1)

now in full hghted color

Once again the revidents of the aréahave given unselflishly of theit time and
mongy to transform the strests into & lighted Christmas wonderfand ol
unbelievable beauty. There appears i be more lights and decorations i the

area than an previous yean

Amang the attractions in the Meadowbeook Addiion will be the appear-

ance of Santa Claus in his sl
Satorday, December 19 only

Also, many other ressdents in Eagle |

yards for the jovous holiday sex

M GlE Melody Lane lrom G @ po

ake have decorated thesr hot i
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transformations and enjoy the hodiday spacit

all of you then!
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sowell, I really |I-U|k forward to going lhr.n:. ]hlﬂl. ir | wi

be in your town on Saturday, December 1 2and | h PE 1056
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Ludy's has
granu opening

The welcoming commftee ol the

Eagle Lake Chambar of C

marce met at Ludy's on D

bef 4 or a nbobon-Cutt

moany As Tom Reed. prasid
e chamber, cul the nbbs
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[thﬂlr‘r"f Sleve Tayko
presdent, Gwen Pascha
retary. Michasl Henry
e Dan Bandy # |
and. Sandy Bendy
Pictured next 10 Reed are
and Javeer Esparza, own

tha restuarant




